CHAPTER IX
RATIONALISM AND A NEW OUTLOOK

SOVIET UNION stands for a new outlook on the rela-
tion of man to the universe, equally with the relation
of man to man and man to the society. As regards the
relation of man to the universe, it is not religion or
belief in God that determines man's attitude towards
the understanding of all the phenomena that are happen-
ing in the universe. The Soviet system denies the
existence of any supernatural force or any other super-
human will that governs and controls alike the typhoons
and earthquakes, epidemics and eclipses, the harvest and
the hearts of men. The Soviet government stands for a
resolute denial of the being of any known manifestation
of the supernatural. It is steadfastly held that the
universe known to mankind (including mind equally
with matter) was the sphere of science, and that this
steady advance of knowledge, the result of human
experience of the universe, is the only useful instrument
and the only valid guide of human action. It is declared
that there is nowhere any miracle, nowhere any immor-
tality, no usoul" other than the plainly temporary
mind of man ; and no survival or revival of personality
after death. Lenin, the father of the Soviet land, wrote
a whole volume to mark off, most resolutely, from his
own following, any one who presumed to treat religion
as anything but superstition, leading to mere magic
without scientific basis, and serving, as Marx had once
said, as opium for the masses,

" To imagine or beHeve that there is anything in or